Why Students Misbehave

I. Societal Factors

A. The Knowledge Explosion -  Today, human knowledge is doubling at least every eighteen months, making everything we know obsolete in a year and a half.  This creates:

· generation gaps

· a belief among students that adults, teachers included, are ineffective managers of the world

· a belief that school curricula is irrelevant

B. Technological Advances – To use television as an example, research shows:

· poor school behaviour and aggressive behaviour in general is correlated with the number of television sets, hours of viewing and types of programs being watched

C.  Demographic Changes

1.  Urbanization:
· Canada, in the last 60 years (two generations) has gone from being 70 per cent rural to over 80 percent urban.
· As a result of shifting demographics, children have fewer meaningful roles in today’s society, and without a meaningful role, it is difficult to develop a sense of meaning, purpose, and significance.

II. Institutional Factors

A. School Structure -  It is very difficult, and many would say unnatural, to expect a large group of individuals, not yet mature, to act in an appropriate way all of the time.

III. Individual Needs Not Being Met:
A. Maslow’s Heirarchy:

1. Physiological Needs

2. Safety Needs

3. Love and Belonging Needs

4. Esteem

5. Self-Actualization

B. Glasser’s Basic Needs:

1. Love

2. Control

3. Freedom

4. Fun

C. Dreikur’s and Albert’s Basic Human Need:

1. Belonging and Significance

